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Objectives 

Discussion and Review of the following:

 The Usability, Accessibility and Accommodations 

Guidelines document

 Documenting Accommodations

 Available Tools and Resources

 What’s new~Designated Supports and 

Accommodations
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Accessibility and 

Accommodations Framework

Smarter goal is to provide every student with a 

positive assessment experience 

 Fair and accurate estimate of each student’s 

achievement

 Remove obstacles to accurate measurement for  

 Students who are English Language Learners 

ELLs

 Students with Disabilities

 Students with special assessment needs
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Usability, Accessibility and 

Accommodations Guide

 Guidelines apply to all students

 Three levels of support both 
embedded and non-embedded

Level 1 – Universal Tools
 For ALL students

Level 2-Designated Supports
 For SOME students

Level 3 –Accommodations
 For a FEW students

http://www.opi.mt.gov/pdf/Assessment/SMART/17UsabilityAccessAccomGuidelines.pdf



Universal Tools

Embedded
Breaks, Calculator, 
Digital Notepad, 
English Dictionary, 
English Glossary, 
Expandable 
Passages, Global 
Notes, Highlighter, 
Keyboard 
Navigation, Mark 
for Review, 
Math Tools, 
Spell Check, 
Strikethrough, 
Writing Tools, Zoom

Non-embedded
Breaks, 
English Dictionary, 
Scratch Paper, 
Thesaurus

Designated Supports

Embedded
Color Contrast, Masking, 
Text-to-speech, Translated 
Test Directions, 
Translations (Glossary), 
Translations (Stacked), 
Turn off Any Universal 
Tools 

Non-embedded
Bilingual Dictionary, 
Color Contrast, 
Color Overlay, 
Magnification, Noise 
Buffers, Read Aloud, Read 
Aloud in Spanish,
Scribe, Separate Setting, 
Simplified Test Directions, 
Translated Test Directions, 
Translation (Glossary)

Accommodations

Embedded
American Sign Language, Braille, 
Closed Captioning, Streamline, 
Text-to-speech

Non-embedded
100s number table, Abacus, 
Alternate Response Options, 
Calculator, Multiplication Table, 
Print on Demand, Read Aloud, 
Scribe, Speech-to-text



Considerations for Embedded and 

Non-embedded Approaches

 Embedded versions of the universal tools, designated 
supports, and accommodations are provided digitally through 
the test delivery system while non-embedded versions are 
provided at the local level through means other than the test 
delivery system. 

 The choice between embedded and non- embedded universal 
tools and designated supports should be based on the 
individual student’s needs. The decision should reflect the 
student’s prior use of, and experience with, both embedded 
and non-embedded universal tools, designated supports, and 
accommodations. 
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Descriptions for use within the 

Guidelines



Both Designated Supports and Accommodations give 

teachers access to not only a Description but also 

Recommendations for Use



Additional UAA Guide Resources

• Appendix A:  Summary of Universal Tools, 

Designated Supports, and 

Accommodations

• Appendix B:  Lessons learned from research on UDL,         

accessibility tools and accommodations

• Appendix C:   FAQ

• Appendix D:  Read Aloud Guidelines

• Appendix E:  Scribing Protocol

• Appendix F:  Revision Log



Documenting 

Accommodations
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Documenting 

Accommodations
Accommodations must be clearly 
documented in the IEP or 504 plan

 Instructional

 Assessment
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Documenting Accommodations

Three possible areas of the IEP 

 Consideration of Special Factors

 assistive technology devices and services

 Supplementary Aids and Services

 aids, services, and other supports students need to access the 

general education curriculum

 Participation in Assessments

 how a student will participate in state and 

district-wide assessments
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IEP Documentation

Statewide Assessments
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7 Step Process for Accessibility Decisions 

 Select key staff members and define roles

 Provide training and information to staff, students and 

parents

 Identify students who will benefit from supports

 Select appropriate supports using a systematic process 

(ISAAP)

 Enter Designated Supports and Accommodations into 

TIDE

 Perform a pre-administration check of assigned access 

supports

 Check for delivery of assigned Designated Supports and 

Accommodations at the time of the test.

14



ISAAP Process
 Provides a thoughtful, systematic approach to 

addressing student access needs for Smarter Balanced 

assessments

 Team approach

 Overall goal is to identify supports that will provide 

students with a comfortable testing experience that 

allows them to demonstrate what they know and can do
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ISAAP Tool
(Individual Student Assessment Accessibility Profile)

• New web-based tool

• Used to help document team decisions on Designated 

supports and Accommodations required by IEP or 504 

students

• Provides organized information to person designated to 

input information into TIDE
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ISSAP Module
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Tools and Resources
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OPI WEBSITE
http://opi.mt.gov/curriculum/MontCAS/
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UAA Implementation Guide
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Resources for Districts



Appendix H-Resources for 

Districts and Schools
 Considering Student Accessibility and Accommodations 

Needs (Resource 1)

 Do’s and Don’ts when selecting designated supports and 
accommodations (Resource 2)

 Working together to Address Student Needs (Resource 
3)

 Designated supports and accommodations from the 
students perspective (Resource 4)

 Parent input on designated supports and 
accommodations (Resource 5)
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Appendix H-Resources for Districts 

and Schools (continued)

 Designated supports and accommodations journal for 

teachers (Resource 6)

 After-test questions (Resource 7)

 Planning for Designated Supports and 

Accommodations (Resource 8)

 Questions to guide evaluation at the school or district 

level (Resource 9)

 Glossary (Resource 10)
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Access to the Smarter Training and 

Practice Tests
 Smarter Link:  https://practice.smarterbalanced.org/student/

 Measured Progress Portal

 https://mtsmarter.measuredprogress.org/portal/
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https://mtsmarter.measuredprogress.org/portal/


Accessibility Settings
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Level 1 – Universal Tools

Available to all students 
based on student preference 
and selection
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A teacher may determine that the 

embedded tools need to be turned 

off within the assessment as they 

might cause distractions for 

particular students



Level 2 – Designated Support

For any student for which a need has been indicated

 by an educator or 

 a team of educators with parent/guardian and/or 

student

 Identify through ISAAP (Individual Student 

Assessment Accessibility Profile) or a similar process

 Identified prior to the assessment and entered into 

the TIDE registration system
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Level 2 – Designated Supports

• Currently being used for instruction and/or other 

assessment(s)
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Level 2 –Designated Supports 
For some students

Embedded Supports
 Color Contrast

 Masking

 Text-to-Speech (for ELA items and math items-NOT reading 

passages)

 Translated text directions (for math items)

 Translations(Glossary)

 Translations (Stacked)

 Turn off any universal tools
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Level 2 – Designated Supports 
For some students

Non-embedded Supports

 Bilingual Dictionary (ELA performance task full writes)

 Color Contrast
 Color Overlay
 Magnification
 Read-Aloud in Spanish
 Read-Aloud (for ELA items and math items-NOT ELA reading 

passages)

 Noise Buffers
 Scribe (for ELA performance task full-writes)

 Separate Setting
 Simplified Test Directions
 Translated Test Directions
 Translations (Glossary) (for math items on the paper-pencil test)
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Level 3 –Accommodations
For FEW students

Documented need for the support such as an 

IEP or a 504 plan

 Decisions made by a team

 Information must be entered in TIDE to activate
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Level 3 –Accommodations
For FEW students

Exception may be a student who has a physical injury such as a 
broken hand or arm and can’t use the computer

May use the speech-to-text and/or

Scribe

**Should have experience using these supports prior to test
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Level 3 –Accommodations
For FEW students

Embedded Accommodations 

 American Sign Language (for ELA listening items and 

math items)

 Closed Captioning (for ELA listening items)

 Streamline

 Text to Speech (for ELA reading passages all grades)

 Braille
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Braille Options

34

Option Description Format

Paper Pencil Booklet Contracted or Uncontracted

EBAE, UEB, Nemeth

Paper 

Pencil

Adaptive Summative Screen reader paired with 

refreshable braille display and onsite 

embossing of text and graphics

Online

Fixed Form Braille Math only and includes tactile 

graphics set, no embosser required

Online 

w/tactile

graphics

Text-to-Speech ELA / ELA-PT only, scribe or speech-

to-text accommodation necessary

Online



Level 3 – Accommodations
For FEW students

Non-embedded Accommodations

 Abacus
 Alternate response options
 Calculator (Braille and Talking Calculator for calculator items 

only)

 Multiplication Table (grade 4 and above for math items – single 
digit 1-9)

 Print on demand
 Read aloud (For ELA reading passages-all grades)

 Scribe
 Speech to text
 100’s table
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Text to Speech and Read-Aloud 

Accommodation for Grades 3-5

 Utilize team approach

 Significant decision 

 Table 1 in Guidelines for TTS and Read-

Aloud

 Questions to inform decisions

 Data collection

 Utilize practice test or other reading 

achievement test
http://www.opi.mt.gov/pdf/Assessment/SMART/16GuidelinesC

hoosingTTS_ReadAloudGr3_5.pdf 36



MT Smarter Balanced Support

 https://mtsmarter.measuredprogress.org/portal/ is home 

for all online Smarter Balanced assessment administration 

information

 For questions regarding the online testing system, please 

contact:

 MT Help Desk at 888-792-2741 or 

 montanahelpdesk@measuredprogress.org
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Providing a positive testing experience for 

ALL students.

Questions????

Please contact me at 

pschultz2@mt.gov
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